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ing abundant material easily assimilated; 2d, by tbeir soothing effect as an 
internal fomentation; and 3d, by their solvent action on fecal accnmulations. 

Dr. Autuor W. Edis reports A Case of Right Hemiplegia occurring sud¬ 
denly during Pregnancy, in which the paralysis, at first complete, came on 
three weeks after a blow on the left eye from her husband's fist. Beyond a 
black eye she did not seem mnch hurt at the time. She soon regained the use 
of the leg, but when she was admitted six months later into the British Lying- 
in Hospital in labour with her second child, the arm was still paralyzed. Im¬ 
mediately after a perfectly natural confinement, the paralysis of the arm began 
to diminish rapidly, and in a little more than one year from the commencement 
of the symptoms had entirely gone. There was also at first some indistinctness 
of speech, which likewise disappeared in course of time. Dr. Edis alladed to 
the infrequency of paralysis occurring during pregnancy; Churchill having 
been unable to find more than twenty-three cases, eleven only of which were 
of the form of hemiplegia. He attempts no explanation of the pathology of the 
case. There was no reason to suspect embolism, for the heart was healthy and 
the rapid improvement immediately after labour, seems to show that the par¬ 
alysis was not dependent apon this cause. The possibility of the condition 
being due to hysteria does not appear to have been taken iuto consideration, 
and the completeness of the hemiplegia renders it unlikely. 

The notices of the various papers are necessarily very brief, but we hope 
they are sufficiently full to satisfy our readers that the contents of this volume 
are not inferior in value to those of its predecessors of the series. J. H. H. 
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1. Transactions of the Medical Society of New Jersey. 1873. 8vo. pp. 224. 
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3. Transactions of the South Carolina Medical Association. 1873. 8vo. 

pp. 96. 

4. Proceedings of the Medical Association of the State of Arkansas. 1873. 

8vo. pp. 55. 

5. Proceedings of the Nebraska State Medical Society. 1873. 8vo. pp. 55. 

6. Proceedings of the Medical Society of Washington Territory. 1873. 
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1. Tiir present number of the New Jersey Medical Society Transactions 
seems to be a very neat and creditable specimen of its kind, until one discovers 
the extreme carelessness of the proof-reading. To be sure, it is perfection in 
that respect when compared with its companions ; bat its general appearance 
being so much handsomer makes its occasional disfigurement the more offen¬ 
sive. 

Dr. Wm. O’Gorman contributes a very valuable essay advocating operative 
interference in peritonitis. The recognized fatality of this disease, when gen¬ 
eral, and the admitted relation of the degree of danger to the amount of effusion. 
point to the removal of that effusion as affording a reasonable hope of care in 
a malady otherwise mortal. Secondary peritonitis is directly caused by the 
presence of foreign matter; to remove which, should seem to be the most fit 
and natural step. In the traumatic form of the disease no one doubts the pro- 
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priety of maintaining a free opening for diseased secretions, as well as removing 
the substance which has caused them. As to the danger attending punctures 
and incisions into the peritoneal sac, recent experience has fully proved that 
the fears of the earlier Burgeons were needlessly great. Ovariotomy alone has, 
or should have, revolutionized professional opinion upon that point. Cases even 
are reported by Spencer Wells, where, from previous bursting of ovarian sacs, 
the peritoneum has been found *• intensely red, thick, soft and bilious." [«'c] 
nnd sometimes covered with flakes of lymph ; and yet most of these apparently 
hopeless instances survived the operation and made good recoveries. “ The 
irritating cause having been removed," Bays I>r. Wells, ‘-the irritation has sub- 
sided." Twenty-four such cases, met with in three hundred operations, gave 
only five deaths. One case, which made n speedy and easy recovery, was de¬ 
scribed as presenting all over the abdominal walls and intestines and uterus, a 
redness as vivid as a microscopic injection. Yet even here thorough sponging 
was used to remove every particle of discharge and dead matter. The results 
following rupture of the uterus point the same moral. In papers published in 
this Journal (Jan. nnd April, 1848, and July, 1856) Dr. Trask has shown, by 
statistics of cases in which the foetus or appendages have entered the abdomi¬ 
nal cavity through the ruptured parietes or the womb, that while unassisted 
nature saved only 22 per cent., and extraction through the vagina 32 per cent., 
gastrotomy saved 76 per cent. Our writer, moreover, directs attention to the 
known action of pressure applied to the solar plexus, weakening and even ar¬ 
resting the heart’s motions; and hence regards the tendency to death by syn¬ 
cope as probably due to the extreme tension produced in peritonitis by the 
effusion so rapidly poured out. If he is correct in this theory of the purely me¬ 
chanical action of the effusion in causing death, the indication for operation is 
imperative. Even without this last argument, the writer’s view is very strongly 
supported by the facts just referred to, regarding ovariotomy and uterine rup¬ 
ture. 

An article on Professional Ethics, by Dr. E. M. Hu.vt, might be useful 
for the instruction of unthinking persons who accuse honourable physicians 
of bigotry and narrow-mindedness. A wish is expressed, that wherever 
practicable, prescriptions should be sent to pharmacists who neither themselves 
prescribe nor deal in nostrums. The Dr. is unable to see the justice or propriety 
of forbidding a modest announcement of a specialty: and even deems a news¬ 
paper advertisement or printed circulnr, stating place of graduation, and giving 
references, a privilege which ought to be allowed to a new-comer. This view is 
contrary to the long established ethics of our profession, and if accepted, would 
lead to frightful abuses, and inevitably degrade our noble calling; it might put 
money in the purse of practitioners, but at the price of loss of honour. We do 
not, however, understand the writer to recommend using such means so long 
as they are forbidden. 

Reports from county societies are appended. The chief design of these, 
to give a view of the health and diseases of the whole State, is partly defeated 
by the failure of physicians to supply the county reporter with Tacts. The prin¬ 
cipal cases given are: three cases of ruptured uterus; one of fatal placenta 
previa; puerperal convulsions successfully treated by continuous inhalation of 
chloroform; alarming prostration from hornet stings, followed by vivid rash ; 
poisoning by aconite, and by creasote; nitrous oxide gas in phthisis with al¬ 
leged wonderful effects. 

Cerebro-spinal meningitis has prevailed to some extent in most counties. An 
epidemic of measles, attacking all ages irrespective of previous attack, ap- 
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peared in Gloucester County. In this region the two diseases last named often 
attacked the same patient at about the same time. 

A somewhat elaborate es6ay on Strangulated Hernia is contributed by Dr. 
Ryerson. 

2. In the Mississippi Transactions we observe in the President’s opening 
address a sharp hit at the reverend clergy, which would not be wholly out of 
order farther north. That men presumptively well educated, and professedly 
devoted to the advocacy of truth should be among the most gullible victims 
and warmest upholders of quackery, is. Dr. Galloway thinks, not at all credit¬ 
able. 

The oration on the Dignity of th: Medical Profession being intended for a 
general audience, and dealing in generalities, more or less glittering, clad in 
rhetoric wholly dazzling, would hardly require notice but for a turgid passage, 
in which are sounded the praise^ of chloroform and Prof. Simpson, without one 
word said about any other anesthetic or any other discoverer of anesthesia. 
Some not badly conceived exposures of the quackish follies of the day are weH 
calculated to enlighten the lay hearers. And an earnest plea for a higher edu¬ 
cation, both preliminary and professional, for young men entering the study 
of medicine, leads us to believe that the orator’s zeal, common sense, and pro¬ 
fessional spirit are much in advance of his English style. 

Malarial heematuria is reported upon by Dr. Moore as a symptom but re¬ 
cently observed, which occurs in persons saturated with malarial poison. Ap¬ 
pearing during a rigor, and recurring in alarming amount, it leads to death 
unless speedily controlled. Treated promptly it generally yields to quinia, with 
ergot, tincture of iron, and other like remedies. 

A writer on cerebrospinal meningitis regards the disease as divisible into 
three forms—the congestive, the inflammatory, and the suppurative. He also 
suggests a division, founded on observation, according to the continuous, re¬ 
mittent, or intermittent character of the symptoms. 

A report on conservative surgery contains a couple of cases in which very 
useful limbs were saved after bullet-wounds causing comminuted fractures of 
the trochanter and of the upper third of thigh. 

Dr. M. S. Croft gives an account of cases falling under his observation daring 
an epidemic in 1871, at Jackson. Some anomalous symptoms led to much 
discussion os to the true nature of the disease. The writer believes it to have 
been yellow fever, though a little different from the usual manifestations of 
that disease. 

A case is reported in which we are asked to believe that n reproduction of a 
glans penis occurred, complete as to urethra und as to form, though lacking a 
prepuce, after sloughing of the original organ. 

Dr. Compton, Superintendent of the State Lunatic Asylum, contributes an 
article on medical experts, designed to aid physicians who may be called to tes¬ 
tify before the courts. 

3. In the South Carolina Transactions, as in one of the other publications, 
we notice a proposal to appeal to the Legislature for greater facilities for col¬ 
lecting dues. 

In a discussion upon reproduction of bone mention is made of an instance 
in which not only bone, but a tooth was reproduced. 

Dr. James McIntosh gives an account of his cases of cerebrospinal menin¬ 
gitis during two seasons. Only six are reported in detail, with a general report 
concerning thirty-one others. From the whole number, deaths were 20; 7 
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being at death’s door when first seen; males 22, remales 15; 30 coloured, 7 white • 
11 under 10 years old, 7 from 10 to 20, and 11 from 20 to 35. Cold and wet 
seemed to be the chief exciting cause. Most of the cases occurred after De¬ 
cember. During a prevalence of the epidemic many persons suffered from head¬ 
ache, pains in neck, back and limbs, with general malaise. Great suffusion of 
the eyes, with a tendency to blindness, both from internal mischier and from 
suppuration of the eyeball, was a common symptom in severe cases of some 
duration. The maintenance of a high temperature after the pulse had become 
nearly extinct was often observed. The bromides are regarded with favour. 
Quinia, the writer has great faith in, if only it can be taken into the circulation. 
The condition or the stomach is often such as to render hypodermic exhibition 
essential. In the beginning, strychnia acts favourably, if given subcutaneously. 

Sixteen more cases of the same disease are reported by Dr. J. C. Maxwell. 
These were observed during one season, and earlier than Dr. McIntosh’s. Only 
three recoveries occurred. Five died in less than six hours. Two of them 
were just returned from a religions service where they had become intensely 
excited. These passed from apparent health to death in two hours. The other 
three picked cotton in the dew of evening and died comatose in the night. All 
the cases were negroes bnt one; and all but one uoder the age of twenty-five. 
Suppuration of the eyeball took place in two cases; one or which survived. Ex¬ 
posure to cold and wet seemed the usual exciting cause. The disease was ob¬ 
served in districts not particularly malarial. 

In n paper on hypodermic medication, Dr. A. P. Wra carefully points out 
the circumstances in which this somewhat misused method is of great and un¬ 
doubted value. Where instantaneous action is all-important, and where the 
stomach is not in condition to absorb remedies, it is truly invaluable. One re¬ 
markable success seems to have attended this use or qninia in a case of puer¬ 
peral convulsions. Other instances are given where children have been thus 
speedily relieved from convulsions which were probably due to malarial poison¬ 
ing. 

Prof. F L. Parker publishes some valuable researches and experiments 
upon the hypodermic use of strychnia in amaurosis and amblyopia. Summa¬ 
rizing the observations of others, he adds the facts of eleven cases of his own. 
Conclusions, drawn from a total of more than twenty cases, are stated. Cure re- 
suits whore the defective vision depends on functional causes; and benefit where 
it depends on slight organic mischief. Improvement appears to be lasting. No 
good results in Bevere organic disease. Improvement will begin before nine 
dully injections are given, if at all. Treatment should continue as long ns vision 
improves. The dose given is stated at 4 to } of a grain, daily, injected near 
the eye. 

Aneurism of lower femoral artery successfidly treated by the antiseptic liga¬ 
ture, by Dr. R. A. Kixloch ; and ctire of palmar contraction resulting from 
bum, by division and cotton-dressing, by Dr. J. L. Akcrdm, are interesting 
cases. 

Where so much is excellent, we are sorry to find matter Tor serions censure. 
But really the literary character or much of this pamphlet is atrocious. To 
find page after page sown with palpable rais-prints and mis-spelling, is disa¬ 
greeable enough, though the reader can correct these and know what is meant. 

It is worse to find, in valuable papers, passages concerning which we can only 
vaguely surmise that their absolute nonsense or impenetrable obscurity may 
have arisen from bad chirography and lack or proof-reading. But this is not 
all, for we find the first rules of grammar violated with a frequency and to an 
extent which is unpardonable, and attributable solely to the writers. In one 
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address before us are included the most extraordinary constructions—or non¬ 
constructions—of sentences, the most amazing misuse of words, and the most 
supreme disregard of grammar, thnt we have ever encountered in print. We 
would earnestly appeal to the publishing committees of our State Societies not 
to allow valuable scientific papers to be deformed and injured; and especially 
not to permit the publication of effusions whose literary execution would dis¬ 
grace a school-boy. No tenderness for another's feelings should cause them to 
include in their publications matter that will make them a laughing-stock, and 
bring discredit on our profession. 

4. The opening address before the Arkansas Medical Association was de¬ 
livered by the President, Dr. D. A. Lintuicc*. While pervaded by a sound 
and honourable professional spirit, the address deplores a lack of interest and 
cooperation on the part of the fraternity. Here, as in South Carolina, we learn 
that efforts are making for the better securing of professional fees. A second 
appeal to the Legislature upon this matter and upon some means for the dis¬ 
couragement of quackery, is advised by Dr. Linthicum. Legal provision for a 
system of registration is recommended; and also a law for compulsory vaccina¬ 
tion. Physicians are advised to insist on larger fees for life insurance certifi¬ 
cates. Remarks upon the duties and rights of family physicans and examiners 
are characterized by good sense and sound judgment. Greater strictness in 
charging and collecting fees is recommended. 

In a brief report on Medical Education, by Dr. Peter R. Ford, we are glad 
to find a thorough recognition of the fact that medical students are often sadly 
deficient in that intellectual culture and development which is essential to 
the highest professional attainments and most desirable in all cases. Feeling 
himself compelled to admit that the medical men about him do not, as a rule, 
command that degree and kind of respect which should result from the impor¬ 
tance of their calling, he acknowledges, in explanation, that many of them lack 
the traits, the habits, the bearing, and the indescribable something more, which 
at once and unmistakably mark the educated gentleman, and command the re¬ 
spect of all classes. In this, he believes, and reasonably, lies the secret of 
much inappreciation, ingratitude, and unwillingness to pay handsomely. When 
a patient recovers under the treatment of one whom he perceives to be a coarse 
and ill-educated boor, he is prone to regard the cure as very likely accidental; 
whereas, in the hands of one who commanded his respect, recovery is gratefully 
recognized and rewarded as due to skill and study. A glance over the benches 
of our own medical lecture-rooms is enough to convince any one of the need 
adverted to by this writer. If the evil be greater in the case of students from 
the more remote and sparsely settled States, it yet obtains pretty generally. 
It is absolutely certain that just so long as a Doctor of Medicine maybe an un¬ 
cultivated man, so long will the profession lack the degree of honour that its 
dignity should command. Let our highly educated Professors look to this 
matter. All honour to the one school which has taken the first step in the 
right road. 

In a report upon the prevailing diseases, we find a statement that phthisis, 
formerly almost unknown among the negroes, has of late become alarmingly 
common. The writer sees no other reason for this state of things than is found 
in the carelessness and imprudence of a class thrown suddenly on its own re¬ 
sources and deprived of the control and oversight of a more intelligent race. 

Pneumonia is excessively prevalent in this State. The reporter believes 
that constitutions weakened by miasmatic poisoning are peculiarly liable to the 
disease. 
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The literary style of this little work is not commendable. There is much 
bad English, and there are some exasperating attempts at fine writing. The 
spirit, however, is good, and many of the suggestions sensible. 

5. The Nebraska Transactions contain instructive cases. One of these is 
that of a child, four years old, who swallowed concentrated lye. After the sub¬ 
sidence of violent inflammatory symptoms, gradual contraction of the oesopha¬ 
gus appeared, and went on till deglutition wholly ceased, four months after the 
accident. Mechanical dilatation was begun, and resulted in complete recovery. 
Another case is one in which a man of fifty lost a piece of his scalp some 34 by 
4| inches, with some loss of periosteum. Under carbolic acid lotions and cala¬ 
mine cerate, the wound completely closed, without grafts or plastic operation, 
by the gradual contraction of the edges. 

A case of extra-uterine pregnancy is reported, in which recovery finally oc¬ 
curred after protracted discharge of bony fragments, some of which made their 
exit through the stomach, by vomiting. Minutes are given of nine cases of 
metro-peritonitis, of which five were fatal. Several other single cases are re¬ 
ported: aneurism of aortic arch; cystic tumour between vagina and rectum ; 
blighted foetus; puerperal convulsions; double placenta, hemorrhage, and death 
attributed to heart-clot; and fibroid tumour of uterus. 

Some statistics as to temperature, rain, and other climatic conditions, are 
appended. 

6. The Medical Society of Washington Territory is still in its infancy. 
Small as is the record before us, it yet includes two or three reported coses of un¬ 
usual interest. Dr. S. T. Chapin gives an account of an operation performed 
by himself for the cure of inguinal aneurism. The left external iliac was tied 
with a silk ligature. Pulsation at once ceased. No bad symptoms appeared; 
the ligature came away on the thirty-first day, and the wound was closed on 
the thirty-third. 

Dr. T. T. Minor describes a case which he saw both before and after its 
fatal event. The post-mortem revealed a double hernia into the left pleural 
sac. A small opening in the posterior portion of the dinphragm gave passage 
to a loop of small intestine and omentum; while in an anterior rent was strangu¬ 
lated a portion of the greater intestine, with part of its omentum. Perforation 
of this intestine had occurred into the pleural cavity. Some five pints of sero- 
sanguineoas effusion caused complete collapse of the left lung. Ten days before 
death the patient had been loading heavy planks, sliding them up an incline 
by pressing his body against the end, while a comrade aided by pushing him in 
the rear. While thus engaged a BenBe of giving way was felt, with temporary 
faintness. All uneasiness passed off in a few days, and the patient resumed duty 
a8 a sailor. About four days later he was seized with colicky pains, which almost 
immediately gave place to those of a pleuritic nature. No vomiting occurred. 
Pulse full and rapid. The next day felt better; having taken morphia, cam¬ 
phor, and alterative doses of ipecac. The next day felt still better. Left chest 
gave resonance near base; elsewhere dulness, with entire absence of respira¬ 
tory murmur. Pain at base of left chest continued. Respiration does not 
Beem to have been very laboured at any time. At one o’clock next morning 
became nauseated and vomited slightly for the first time. Shortly after was 
found dead on his bed. Bowels were freely opened two days before death. 

Photographs were presented from both these cases; and the ruptured dia¬ 
phragm was properly preserved. 
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A case of intussusception is also reported, in which the invagination was 
about twelve inches. 

Appended is a report by the resident physician of the asylum for the insane. 
The provision so far made is stated to be very faulty and inadequate : mainte¬ 
nance is by contract, and the fall control is not in the hands of the physician. 
Dr. Hemekway seta forth the evils of the arrangement, and asks for a properly 
organized hospital The Territorial Medical Society seconds his views. 

B. L. R. 


Art. XXV. —Transactions of the American Ophthalmological Society. Ninth 
Annual Meeting, 1873. 8vo. pp. 112. New York: Wood k Co., 1873. 

Thk first papers are by Drs. Wadsworth, Jeffries, and Knapp, who report 
five interesting cases of malignant intraocular tumours, with fall histories and 
descriptions and detailed results of microscopical examinations. 

Death followed the operation within a few months in two coses, in one from 
the return of the growth near its original seat, in another from metastatic sar¬ 
comata in the inner organs of the body; a third died from uncontrollable 
hemorrhage following the operation; in one of the remaining, the operation 
lmd been done five, and in the other three and a half, months before the date 
of the report. In both these cases the disease was confined within the ball; 
in the cases followed by death there were orbital tumours. In Dr. Wads¬ 
worth’s case—a child three years old—the 6ound eye became blind in a few 
weeks after the operation, from extension of the disease to the chiasm. 

Dr. Noyes reports a case of cancerous ulceration of the surface of the 
globe, commencing just below the cornea, and involving the cornea and scle¬ 
rotic. The patient refused operation, and died of exhaustion eighteen months 
after the disease appeared as a small red spot on the eyeball. 

Dr. Knapp reports a curious case of amyloid degeneration of the choroidal 
arteries, with intraocular hemorrhage and amyloid bodies in the vitreous. 

Three coses of sclerotitis deperiding upon gouty or rheumatic diathesis ore 
reported by Dr. Noyes, and a case of wound of the Bclera, treated by suture, 
by Dr. Pooley. 

Next comes a “ report of one hundred and fourteen extractions of cataract ,” 
by Dr. Knapp. These operations were done in New York in the last four and 
a half years. Those cases were considered “ lost” in which thapatients could 
not count fingers at the distance of a foot; there were thirteen. Nine resulted 
in “moderately good sight,” from ,J 0 to ^ ; ninety-two had “good sight,” 
from A", to ■». 

One hundred cases were operated on by Graefe’s method, thirteen by Weber’s 
modification of Graefe’s operation, and one by Le Bran’s operation. 

Dr. Knapp still gives a decided preference to Graefe’s operation. He makes 
the incision a little more anterior than in the original “ peripheric linear 
extraction,” so that the centre of the section touches the upper transparent 
margin of the cornea. He circumcises, with the cystitome, that portion of the 
anterior capsule which corresponds to the space of the pupil after iridectomy, 
and endeavours to remove the circumcised piece with the cystitome or forceps. 
He attributes to this proceeding the fact that he now is less frequently obliged 
to resort to after-operations than formerly. Fifteen after-operations were per¬ 
formed in the one hundred and fourteen cases—twelve decisions of capsule and 



